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portance. Perhaps, indeed, they rather enjoyed the
practice a little too much, and indulged in it a little
too ostentatiously. Yet, I am sure that, on the
whole, it was a very useful practice, and one which
is now scarcely as common as it should be. People
are more anxious to pick holes in their statement of
economic laws than to insist upon the essential fact
that, after all, there are laws, not " laws " made by
Parliament, but laws of nature, which do, and will,
determine the production and distribution of wealth,
and the recognition of which is as important to
human welfare as the recognition of physiological
laws to the bodily health. Holding this faith, the
old Economists were never tired of asserting what is
the fundamental truth of so-called "individualism,"
that, after all we may say about the social develop-
ment, the essential condition of all social improvement
is not that we should have this or that system of
regulations, but that the individual should be manly,
self-respecting, doing his duty as well as getting his
pay, and deeply convinced that nothing will do any
permanent good which does not imply the elevation
of the individual in his standards of honesty, in-
dependence, and good conduct. We can only say to
Lazarus: "You are probably past praying for, and
all we can do is to save you from starving, by any
means which do not encourage other people to fall